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The Power of Opportunity
Transforming opportunities for Houston’s inner-city youth was

no small task, but that is exactly what Teach for America alumni

Mike Feinberg and Dave Levin sought to accomplish in 1994

when they started the first KIPP (Knowledge Is Power Program)

charter school in Houston, Texas. Akin Gump has been honored

to provide KIPP support in its journey, as the program has

grown to over 60 locally run KIPP schools in 17 states and the

District of Columbia. 

The KIPP program is based on a simple formula: “Work Hard.

Be Nice.” and “No Shortcuts – No Excuses.” Across the country,

this simple formula is helping over 14,000 low-income minority

students achieve their full potential. When Mike and Dave

started the first KIPP charter school in Houston, the incoming

fifth-graders were testing at a third-grade reading level. Now, 80

percent of KIPP eighth-grade graduates have entered college,

more than four times the rate of their low-income peers. 

Throughout Akin Gump’s relationship with KIPP schools, the

firm has advised both the KIPP Foundation and local KIPP

schools on a broad range of issues. More than 50 Akin Gump

lawyers work with KIPP on matters as diverse as labor, real

estate, corporate and First Amendment issues.

During 2008, six Akin Gump lawyers focused their efforts on

negotiating and finalizing a significant loan for the KIPP 

Foundation. With the firm’s help, the Foundation’s sub-entity,

KCEP Mortgage (which was established by Akin Gump lawyers),

negotiated a substantial package of loans to allow it to provide

mortgage funds to local KIPP charter schools. KCEP Mortgage

will provide local KIPP-affiliated charter schools with funds at

relatively low interest rates to buy land and buildings to house the

schools and to pay for remodeling. For existing schools, this

means providing better facilities in which children can thrive. The

loan also provides the opportunity for the creation of more KIPP

schools and, thus, more opportunities to impact children’s lives.

San Antonio senior counsel Holly Fuller and partners Kim Ramsey

and Michael Elrod, along with other Akin Gump lawyers, worked

with three master lenders to secure a loan totaling $12 million for

KCEP, with the ability to re-borrow as much again.

The first KIPP school to benefit from the KCEP Mortgage program

is KIPP Delta in Helena, Arkansas, which will use the funds to

build a new gymnasium to replace empty lots and rundown/

abandoned buildings that are blights on the community. The

project is being undertaken to provide an equitable education

for students in all areas, including athletics. The gymnasium

will be a source of pride for the school and community, a place

of athletic competitions and a school community space that can

and will be used for proms, graduations and other such events.

This project will help KIPP Delta become competitive in all

areas with top high schools around the state. At project

completion and at full size, the gymnasium is expected to serve

550 middle and high school students, and will be the only space

large enough to accommodate the entire student body. 

Partnering for Progress
2008 brought two disparate, rewarding opportunities to partner

with Human Rights First, a New York-based nonprofit organiza-

tion. In one case, two of our finest litigators offered the benefit of

their legal scholarship to clarify a critical point in an ongoing 

debate on judicial treatment of terrorism suspects. In the other, a

team of Akin Gump lawyers worked to effect the release from U.S.

government custody of a Sri Lankan man who had fled his country

after being victimized by terrorists, only to find that he had

become the victim of U.S. anti-terrorism laws. What links them is

the shifting nature of justice in a post-9/11 context. These

engagements afford us the opportunity to effect constructive

change along the seam between public safety and individual rights.
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Prosecuting Terrorism’s Perpetrators
In the wake of the terrorist attacks on the United States of 

September 11, 2001, and with the concomitant increase in 

indictments of suspected terrorists on federal charges—including

immigration fraud and credit card theft—beyond those explic-

itly related to planned or attempted terrorism, there slowly grew

a movement among certain figures in government and the media

to press for a transfer of these cases outside the criminal justice

system. They advocated the use of military tribunals or the creation

of a national security court, ostensibly to prevent the public 

dissemination of classified information, particularly to the

United States’ enemies in the global struggle against terrorism.

Their argument may have been fueled by failures, at the time, to

obtain convictions in certain high-profile terrorism cases, as well

as by the court case of Zacarias Moussaoui, whose demands to

interview terrorism figures in U.S. custody could have jeopardized

national security, even as they might have exculpated him.

In response not only to this pressure on government decision-

makers to move away from the criminal justice system, but also

to the lack of information available to researchers and analysts

regarding the efficacy of this system, Human Rights First 

commissioned Akin Gump lawyers to prepare an analysis of

federal terrorism prosecutions. The resulting white paper, “In

Pursuit of Justice: Prosecuting Terrorism in the Federal Courts,”

was released in May 2008. Co-authored by litigation partner

James J. Benjamin Jr. and litigation practice co-head Richard

B. Zabel, both former f ederal prosecutors in the U.S. Attorney’s

Office for the Southern District of New York, the report viewed

government cases filed against 257 defendants in a six-year 

period beginning in late 2001. Every case involved terrorism 

associated “organizationally, financially, or ideologically…with

Islamist extremist terrorist groups like Al Qaeda.” 

What Zabel and Benjamin found was that, between September

12, 2001, and December 31, 2007, of 160 defendants who had

charges resolved, 145 were convicted of at least one count. Of

these, over 85 percent were sentenced to an average of over

eight years’ imprisonment. This data supports the conclusion

that the federal judiciary is an effective forum to resolve these

controversial cases without need for parallel structures of 

justice. As they wrote, “Many of the purported criticisms of the

justice system do not withstand scrutiny. Although the justice

system is far from perfect, it has proved to be adaptable and

has successfully handled a large number of important and 

challenging terrorism prosecutions over the past fifteen years

without sacrificing national security interests or rigorous 

standards of fairness and due process.”

This white paper has been reported, acclaimed or cited across

the Internet by law and human rights writers, as well as on Capitol

Hill and in major media outlets.

Protecting Terrorism’s Victims

Kumar (not his real name), a fisherman from Sri Lanka and an

asylum seeker in the United States, is in the odd position of

being barred from asylum by the Tamil Tigers, a Sri Lankan 

terrorist group. 

After Kumar refused to surrender his fishing boat to the Tamil

Tigers, they took him hostage in November 2004 and demanded

he pay his own ransom to be released. In order to obtain release

from the dark basement in which he was kept captive, he paid

them $500 and, soon thereafter, fled to safety in the United

States. Rather than offer protection to this refugee who has

never been accused of committing any crime, the Department of

Homeland Security (DHS) jailed Kumar. DHS argued, and the

Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) later ruled, that his ransom

payment, even though made under duress, constituted “material

support for terrorism” and thus barred him from asylum.

After Kumar had been in detention for more than two years,

Human Rights First asked Akin Gump to take over his case.

Within a few months, a federal habeas corpus lawsuit filed by

Akin Gump led to his release, and the BIA had remanded his

case to the immigration court to determine whether DHS could

grant him a waiver of the material support bar. In March 2008,

the immigration court found Kumar eligible for asylum, based

on U.S. State Department reports as well as on testimony from

three experts on Sri Lanka. DHS still refused to relent, however,

and appealed his case back to

the BIA, where it was still 

pending as of April 2009.

Akin Gump’s litigation and

public law and policy groups

continue to press for asylum for

Kumar, either through a court

order or through a DHS waiver

to the material support bar. His

waiver application has been

pending with DHS since May

2007 without response. Akin

Gump is also working closely

with Congress and Human

Rights First to advocate for a

fair application of the material

support bar that ensures that

victims of terrorism are pro-

tected, while terrorists and their

supporters are not allowed 

access to the United States.

Though he has never been 
accused of a crime and is no
flight risk, Kumar has been
forced by DHS to wear this 
uncomfortable ankle bracelet
while his asylum claim is pending.



Real-time Access[ ]
Information is the currency of our times. Our clients need up-to-the-minute analysis of the legal, business

and regulatory events that are shaping our collective future. Consequently, one of the tools we use to keep

our clients informed of impactful, late-breaking news—sometimes even as the news unfolds—is the firm’s

Web-based presence. 
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Keeping Clients Current
Akin Gump produces and hosts blogs in several key practices

that bring critical information only a mouse-click away from

our readers and, in some cases, also use e-mailed newsletters

to disseminate the same information in a convenient and readily

accessible format. In other cases—such as that of our well-

received Akin Gump Reports: The Obama Administration—

we use the Web as a platform to disseminate the firm’s longer-

form written work to clients and the public alike. The end

result we seek through these various information streams is to

arm our clients with actionable information that will help

them maintain their competitive advantage and advance their

business objectives.

Financial Markets Crisis Blog

“Financial Markets Crisis Resource Center” was created as a

fixed-term, cross-practice blog to provide analysis of breaking

news, legal and regulatory developments during the height of

2008’s market meltdown. As one of the first financial crisis-

related law blogs, it was recognized in the media and blogosphere

for comprehensive coverage that spans corporate issues 

(including financial restructuring and investment funds), public

law and policy, and litigation. The American Lawyer blog, “The

AmLaw Daily,” wrote, in early October, “…we found a clear

winner. It seems unlikely that anyone in the short term will

outdo Akin Gump’s Financial Markets Crisis Resource Center.”

In light of the expanding framework of economic recovery 

legislation, the firm recently transitioned this blog to the 

“Economic Recovery Resource Center,” a new site dedicated to

providing up-to-the-minute news and analysis concerning the

government’s recovery programs and their impact on business

and the law.

Supreme Court Blog

“SCOTUSblog” — which is sponsored exclusively by Akin

Gump, and in which several firm lawyers participate—is one of

the nation’s leading law blogs, specializing in coverage of the

U.S. Supreme Court and its decisions. SCOTUSblog analyzes

the reasoning behind acceptance of cases for review, as well as

decisions on the day of their release. When the need arises, such

as in its coverage of the hotly debated Second Amendment case,

District of Columbia v. Heller, proceedings are “liveblogged” to

provide a window into events as they occur. In addition to its

daily coverage and analysis of the Supreme Court, SCOTUS-

blog also fills an archival and reference function through 

SCOTUSwiki, its open reference site at which authors can also

edit and refine documents regarding the Court, its functions and

decisions. The page for Heller, for example, contains links to

briefs and documents at both the certiorari and merits stage and

an analysis of events from the pre-argument phase to oral argument,

as well as links to press and “blogosphere” articles and discussion

of the case. SCOTUSblog receives millions of hits each year

and has been singled out for praise by publications

including BusinessWeek, New York Law School Law Review and

ABA Journal.

Climate Change Blog

“ClimateIntel” is a blog produced by the firm’s climate change

practice that offers daily analysis of domestic and international

regulatory, policy and litigation developments regarding climate

change technologies, industrial sectors and markets. It has been

featured by ABA Journal and MIT Sloan Management Review,

among others, and referenced by outlets across the political

spectrum, from The Wall Street Journal and National Review
Online to independent climate watch blogs.

Washington Labor Blog

“Washington Labor & Employment Wire” is a blog produced

jointly by the firm’s labor and employment and public law 

and policy practices that addresses the intersection of public

policy, regulation and politics in the area of federal labor and 

employment law. It has been referenced by business, academic,

legal, watchdog and labor blogs.

Knowledge Management
Our online presence is even more useful in keeping clients up

to date about the status of their legal engagements. Whether it’s

the ability to access the latest proposed revisions to a merger

agreement or to review a brief in litigation, our clients have the

full resources of the law firm at their disposal every minute of

the day. We use matter-specific extranets to facilitate instant 

retrieval of new materials and to provide our clients with a

repository of their past work product for their internal reuse. In

2009, we will introduce Client View, a new suite of value-added

tools to aid clients more broadly in their business pursuits. The

new tools will include corporate research and business 

intelligence offerings, access to a CLE library and access to 

portions of the firm’s internal knowledge management work-

product collections, including sample forms and research 

memoranda on a variety of legal and business issues. This 

collection provides our clients with a window into the ways that

the firm’s knowledge management resources bring value to all

of our engagements and aid us in recapturing the firm’s collective

knowledge in real time. By tying up-to-the-minute analysis to

flexible technology, we help our clients focus on what’s important.

http://ageconrecov.com/
http://climateintel.com/
http://washlaborwire.com/
http://www.scotusblog.com/wp/
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THE AMERICAN LAWYER’S LITIGATION 
DEPARTMENT OF THE YEAR

The January 2008 issue of The American Lawyer named the 

litigation practice at Akin Gump as one of the top five in the United

States. In recognizing the firm among the finalists in its biennial

“Litigation Department of the Year” competition, the magazine

cited Akin Gump’s “impressive list of wins against formidable 

adversaries,” its “daring and creativity” in winning at trial and its

“political savvy” when politics and legal matters intersect. 

THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL’S 
APPELLATE HOT LIST

Akin Gump was recognized on The National Law Journal’s 2008

inaugural list of top appellate firms. In compiling its list, the NLJ
sought firms that scored at least one significant appellate win

since January 2007 “before the U.S. Supreme Court, a U.S. 

circuit court of appeals or a state court of last resort when the 

financial stakes were high or an important legal principle was 

at stake” and that maintained “an impressive track record overall.” 

THE GREATEST WASHINGTON LAWYERS OF
THE LAST 30 YEARS

Legal Times named Akin Gump’s Robert S. Strauss and Thomas C.

Goldstein to its list of “The 90 Greatest Washington Lawyers of 

the Last 30 Years.” The 2008 list recognizes those lawyers “who

have had the greatest impact on the Washington legal community”

over the past three decades. Messrs. Strauss and Goldstein were 

recognized as “Visionaries,” lawyers whose “foresight and hard

work have changed the business of law in Washington.” 

CHAMBERS USA RECOGNITION 

Akin Gump was shortlisted in 2008 by Chambers USA for Awards

for Excellence in the areas of Bankruptcy and Investment Funds.

RESTRUCTURING OF THE YEAR 

The International Financial Law Review named the prepackage of

Remy International as Restructuring of the Year. Akin Gump was

one of six firms working on this transaction. 

FINANCIAL TIMES/MERGERMARKET EUROPEAN
M&A SHORT LIST

In 2008, the second annual Financial Times/Mergermarket European

M&A awards shortlisted Akin Gump as Legal Advisor of the Year

for Russia. 

CORPORATE BOARD MEMBER’S AMERICA’S
BEST CORPORATE LAWYERS

 For eight consecutive years (2001-2008), Akin Gump has been named

in Corporate Board Member’s survey as one of the 20 top law firms

in the country. The survey asked directors of publicly traded companies

nationwide to identify the law firms they most admire. 

THE 50 MOST INFLUENTIAL MINORITY
LAWYERS IN AMERICA

Vernon E. Jordan Jr. and Prakash Mehta were named in 2008 to The 
National Law Journal’s list of the 50 Most Influential Minority

Lawyers in America. In compiling its list, the NLJ sought out

lawyers “who have had a national impact in their legal fields and

beyond during the past five years.” Specifically, the publication

looked for those “who have demonstrated the power to change the

law, shape public affairs, launch industries and get big things

done.” 

THE M&A ADVISOR “DEAL OF THE YEAR” 

Akin Gump won the 2008 “Media, Entertainment or Telecom 

Financing Deal of the Year” award at the third annual M&A 
Advisor Middle-Market Financing Awards gala. The M&A Advisor is

a leading industry publication geared to buyers and sellers of 

middle-market companies. The firm was recognized for its 

advisory role in the IPO of Cinemark Holdings, Inc. 

ALLY OF JUSTICE AWARD

Human Rights Campaign (HRC) honored Akin Gump with 

the 2008 Ally of Justice Award, which recognizes outstanding 

contributions to the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)

community through pro bono service to the HRC. Additionally, for

the second year in a row, Akin Gump has earned the top rating of

100 percent on the 2009 Corporate Equality Index, an annual 

survey administered by the HRC Foundation measuring treatment

of LGBT employees and consumers.

HISPANIC BAR ASSOCIATION EMPLOYER
DIVERSITY AWARD 

Akin Gump received the 2008 Employer Diversity Award from

the Hispanic Bar Association of D.C., for its performance on

the recruitment and retention of Latino attorneys and its 

expressed commitment to Latino professionals and diversity in

the workplace.
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Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP is a leading global law firm

providing innovative legal services and business solutions to individuals

and institutions. Founded in 1945 by Richard Gump and Robert Strauss

with the guiding vision that commitment, excellence and integrity

would drive its success, the firm focuses on building lasting and mutually

beneficial relationships with its clients. Our firm’s clients range from

individuals to corporations and nations. We offer clients a broad-spectrum

approach, with over 65 practices that range from traditional strengths such

as appellate, corporate and public policy to 21st century concentrations

such as climate change, intellectual property litigation and national security.

Akin Gump is one of the world’s largest law firms, with more than 800

lawyers and professionals in 13 offices.

What sets us apart from other large law firms is our established Mandate

for Commitment, which outlines the firm’s philosophy and vision for

the future. The Mandate is comprised of five core values: Collegiality,

Commitment, Excellence, Integrity and Intensity—

• Collegiality in terms of teamwork, civility and mutual respect

• Commitment to our clients, our firm and to each other

• Excellence in connection with our work product, our client service

and in our results

• Integrity in terms of professionalism, candor and honesty

• Intensity in everything we do.

These principles guide Akin Gump, and have served us well in our rise

to a position of leadership among top firms.  
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