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Happy Earth Week! This is Akin Gump’s weekly policy newsletteron all
things climate change. Below are the major federal climate policy headlines of
the past week:

e Interior Department Will Resume Qil and Gas Drilling on Public Lands
On Friday, April 15, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) will publish notices for reformed onshore oil and gas
lease sales following an injunction from the Western District of Louisiana. Today,
the BLM will issue its final environmental assessments and sale notices for the
upcoming oil and gas lease sales. The BLM plans to auction off 145,000 acres of
public lands in nine states for new drilling, marking the first fossil fuel leases on
public lands of the Biden administration.

Biden Administration Announces New Climate Commitments at Our
Ocean Conference

On Wednesday, April 13th, Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry led a
U.S. delegation to the Our Ocean Conference in Palau. At the conference, Special
Envoy Kerry remarked that the United States intended to make 100 commitments
worth $2.7 billion at the two-day event. Further climate commitments are expected
to be made this week as President Biden visits Seattle for an Earth Week event.

Check out below for key quotes, federal agency news, and a look at the week
ahead in congressional hearings and think tank events...



https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-announces-significantly-reformed-onshore-oil-and-gas-lease-sales
https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy-and-minerals/oil-and-gas/leasing
https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy-and-minerals/oil-and-gas/leasing
https://www.state.gov/our-ocean-conference-keynote-remarks-by-special-presidential-envoy-for-climate-john-kerry/
https://www.state.gov/our-ocean-conference-keynote-remarks-by-special-presidential-envoy-for-climate-john-kerry/
https://ourocean2022.pw/
https://ourocean2022.pw/commitments/
https://ourocean2022.pw/commitments/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/bidens-earth-day-seattle-stop-will-cap-week-of-pushing-build-back-better-and-natures-lift-for-the-economy-11650305123

Quotes of the Week

“Reportsthat | have resigned from my position as President Biden's National Climate
Advisor are simply inaccurate. We’ve made great progress these past 14 months, but we
have much more work to do — and | remain excited about the opportunities ahead."
— National Climate Advisor Gina McCarthy dismissing reports that she intends to
resign
(Reuters — April 14, 2022)

“This conference has from the outset recognizedthe link betweenthe ocean and the
climate. You above all understand that you can’t solve the problem of the ocean
without dealing with the climate... and you can’t solve the problem of the climate
without dealing with the ocean because it is the great climate regulator."

— Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry remarks at the Our Ocean

Conference
(U.S. Department of State — April 13, 2022)

Upcoming Congressional Hearings (April 18-22, 2022)

Sl o e

Pedal to the Metal: Electric Vehicle Batteries
and the Critical Minerals Supply
House Committee on Science, Space, and

State Work Period
No scheduled hearings.

Technology

Thursday, April 21, 11:00a.m. EST

Werch Board Room, Woodridge Village Hall,
lllinois 60517

Federal Agency Climate News

DOE Releases New Equity Action Plan, Unveils Investments to Strengthen HBCU Opportunitiesin
Clean Energy (April 14)



https://www.reuters.com/world/us/exclusive-white-house-climate-adviser-gina-mccarthy-planning-step-down-sources-2022-04-14/
https://www.state.gov/our-ocean-conference-keynote-remarks-by-special-presidential-envoy-for-climate-john-kerry/
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2022/4/ensuring-transparency-in-petroleum-markets
https://science.house.gov/pedal-to-the-metal-electric-vehicle-batteries-and-the-critical-minerals-supply
https://science.house.gov/pedal-to-the-metal-electric-vehicle-batteries-and-the-critical-minerals-supply
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-releases-new-equity-action-plan-unveils-investments-strengthen-hbcu-opportunities
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-releases-new-equity-action-plan-unveils-investments-strengthen-hbcu-opportunities

US Departrrent of the Interior

Biden-Harris Administration Releases Final Guidance on New Orphaned Well Program (April 12)

Interior Department Announces Significantly Reformed Onshore Oil and Gas Lease Sales (April

15)

Environmental Pratection Agency

A

EPA Announces Plan to Protect Endangered Species and Support Sustainable

Agriculture (April 12)

EPA Publishes 29t Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions (April 14)

State, Federal Agencies and Non-profit Entities Host Two Day Conference About

Climate Resiliencein Puerto Ricoandthe U.S. VirginIslands (April 14)

EPA Announces $524 Million Investment to Improve Health of Waterways and

Oceans as Biden-Harris Administration Cel ebrates Earth Week (April 18)

Upcoming D.C. Climate Events (Registration)

Spring Meetings 2022
World Bank/International Monetary Fund
April 18-23,2022

What Comes After the IPCC’s Sixth Assessment

Report?
The Brookings Institution
Monday, April 18,2022,3:30 p.m. EDT

Electrifying the Future Fleet
Government Executive
Tuesday, April 19,2022, 1:00p.m. EDT

Building Rural and Native Communities’
Resilience to Disasters

The Urban Institute

Tuesday, April 19,2022,2:30p.m.EDT

Financing Green Development: A Fireside Chat
on U.S. Climate Finance with Secretary John

Kerry

Pro Sustainable Business Forum

The Wall Street Journal

Wednesday, April 20,2022,10:00a.m.
EDT

Virtual Public Meeting
National Environmental Justice

Advisory Council
Wednesday, April 20,2022, 1:00 p.m.
EDT

2022 IIF Sustainable Finance
Roundtable

Institute of International Finance
Thursday, April 21,2022,9:30 a.m. EDT

Protecting OurPlanet
Washington Post Live
Thursday, April 21,2022,3:30 p.m. EDT



https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-releases-final-guidance-new-orphaned-well-program
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-announces-significantly-reformed-onshore-oil-and-gas-lease-sales
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-plan-protect-endangered-species-and-support-sustainable-agriculture
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-plan-protect-endangered-species-and-support-sustainable-agriculture
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-publishes-29th-annual-us-greenhouse-gas-inventory
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/state-federal-agencies-and-non-profit-entities-host-two-day-conference-about-climate
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/state-federal-agencies-and-non-profit-entities-host-two-day-conference-about-climate
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-524-million-investment-improve-health-waterways-and-oceans-biden-harris
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-524-million-investment-improve-health-waterways-and-oceans-biden-harris
https://live.worldbank.org/
https://www.brookings.edu/events/what-comes-after-the-ipccs-sixth-assessment-report/
https://www.brookings.edu/events/what-comes-after-the-ipccs-sixth-assessment-report/
https://events.govexec.com/electrifying-future-fleet/
https://www.urban.org/events/building-rural-and-native-communities-resilience-disasters
https://www.urban.org/events/building-rural-and-native-communities-resilience-disasters
https://www.cgdev.org/event/financing-green-development-fireside-chat-us-climate-finance-secretary-john-kerry
https://www.cgdev.org/event/financing-green-development-fireside-chat-us-climate-finance-secretary-john-kerry
https://www.cgdev.org/event/financing-green-development-fireside-chat-us-climate-finance-secretary-john-kerry
https://sustainablebusiness.wsj.com/?mod=WSJCONF_calendar_view_website_WSJ%20Pro%20Sustainable%20Business%20Forum
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-advisory-council-meetings
https://portal.iif.com/Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7b75C15BE7-EAA6-EC11-983F-002248330C03%7d
https://portal.iif.com/Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7b75C15BE7-EAA6-EC11-983F-002248330C03%7d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2022/04/21/protecting-our-planet-with-robert-downey-jr/

Center for Global Development
Wednesday, April 20,2022,9:30a.m. EDT



