
 

 

 

 

 

Climate Policy Update 
September 21, 2021 

 
 

Happy Climate Week! This is Akin Gump’s weekly policy newsletter on all things climate change. Below are 

the major federal climate policy headlines of the past week: 

 

• 

  
 

President Biden Pushes for International Climate Action at United Nations (Politico) 

On Tuesday, September 21, President Biden discussed the “code red for humanity” presented by climate change 
at a speech before the United Nations General Assembly in New York. He urged countries to make ambitious 
commitments to reduce emissions ahead of the UN Climate Change Conference COP26 in November and he 
pledged to double the United States’ contribution to the Green Climate Fund. His remarks followed his convening 
of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate on Friday, September 17, as a follow-up to the Leaders 
Summit on Climate in April. 
 

• 

  
 

US and EU Pledge 30% Cut in Methane Emissions to Limit Global Heating (The Guardian) 
On Friday, September 17, the United States and the European Union announced their commitment to a collective 
goal of reducing global methane emissions by at least 30 percent from 2020 levels by 2030 and moving towards 
using best available inventory methodologies to quantify methane emissions. The methane pledge was followed 
by an announcement from President Xi Jinping of China on Tuesday that China will begin a phase down of coal use 
starting in 2026 and will end international financing of coal projects. 
 

• 

 

White House Mobilizes to Protect Workers and Communities from Extreme Heat 

On Monday, September 20, the White House announced a coordinated, interagency effort to respond to extreme 
heat caused by climate change. As part of the initiative, the Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) announced they will launch a proposed rule on heat illness prevention for outdoor and 
indoor work settings. It would be the first federal heat standard to protect workers. 

 

  
Check out below for newly introduced climate legislation and regulations, more federal climate policy headlines, 

and a look at the week ahead in congressional hearings and think tank events… 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Quotes of the Week 

  
 

“We have to bring to Glasgow our highest possible ambitions. Those who have not yet done so, time is running out.” 

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/09/21/biden-united-nations-climate-aid-513414
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwV9a6nZyQQ
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/17/meeting-of-the-major-economies-on-energy-and-climate-september-17-2021-chairs-summary/#:~:text=On%20September%2017%2C%202021%2C%20President,Summit%20on%20Climate%20in%20April.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/sep/17/us-and-eu-pledge-30-cut-in-methane-emissions-to-limit-global-heating
https://it.usembassy.gov/joint-us-eu-press-release-on-the-global-methane-pledge/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinas-xi-says-china-will-phase-down-coal-consumption-over-2026-2030-2021-04-22/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/20/fact-sheet-biden-administration-mobilizes-to-protect-workers-and-communities-from-extreme-heat/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20210920


 

 

– President Joe Biden on country commitments leading up to the COP26 
 (Bloomberg News – September 17, 2021) 

 

“This extreme heat challenge is the silent killer…one of the biggest challenges we face in climate…yet people don’t 
recognize it until it’s too late. So we need to start preparing.” 

– White House National Climate Advisor Gina McCarthy on the administration’s new heat-standard 
 (PBS Newshour – September 20, 2021) 

 

“I think we’re going to get it done by COP. The U.S. will do its part. I’m not hoping. I’m telling you to stay tuned to the 
president’s speech.” 

– U.S. Special Presidential Envoy John Kerry on meeting a $100 billion target in annual climate aid 
Climate Aid Urgency is Tempered by New Optimism at UN Conference 

(Bloomberg – September 20, 2021) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Congressional Hearings (September 20-24, 2021) 
 

  Senate   House of Representatives    
 

Hearing to examine the economic benefits of 

electrifying America’s homes and buildings 

Joint Economic Committee 

Wednesday, September 22, 2:30 p.m. EST, 216 Hart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voluntary Carbon Markets in Agriculture and Forestry 

House Committee on Agriculture 

Monday, September 23, 10:00 a.m. EST, Virtual 

 

Advancing Earth System Science and Stewardship at NOAA 

House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 

Thursday, September 23, 10:00 a.m. EST, Virtual 

 

 

  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Federal Climate Rules and Regulations (September 13-17, 2021) 
 

 General Services Administration 

 

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS: CDP Supply Chain Climate Change 

Information Request 

Published on: 09/17/2021 

FR Document: 2021-20140 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Federal Agency Climate News 
   

https://twitter.com/jendeben/status/1438845177540620290
https://twitter.com/JudyWoodruff/status/1440148546238357504
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-19/johnson-to-press-biden-un-on-climate-action-ahead-of-key-summit
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-calendar?id=AAE08A08-E951-47B8-8E00-4D565B5E6A35
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-calendar?id=AAE08A08-E951-47B8-8E00-4D565B5E6A35
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2297
https://science.house.gov/hearings/advancing-earth-system-science-and-stewardship-at-noaa
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/09/17/2021-20140/information-collection-cdp-supply-chain-climate-change-information-request


 

 

 The White House    
  

Readout of President Joseph R Biden Jr.’s Meeting with Secretary-General Antonio Guterres of the United Nations (September 20) 
 

FACT SHEET: Biden Administration Mobilizes to Protect Workers and Communities from Extreme Heat (September 20) 
 

Statement by President Joe Biden on Mobilizing the Administration to Address Extreme Heat (September 20) 
 

Joint US-EU Press Release on Global Methane Pledge (September 18) 
 

Meeting of the Major Economies on Energy and Climate September 17, 2021: Chair’s Summary (September 17) 
 

Readout of President Biden’s Meeting of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate (September 17) 
 

Remarks by President Biden at Virtual Meeting of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate (September 17) 
 

Background Press Call on the Administration’s Climate Policy (September 16) 
 

Readout of the Sixth National Climate Task Force Meeting (September 15) 
 

President Biden to Host Leader-Level Meeting of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate (September 15) 
 

Remarks by President Biden During a Tour of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (September 14) 
 

Remarks by President Biden on the Administration’s Response to Recent Wildfires (September 13) 
 

Remarks by President Biden in Briefing on the Impacts of the Recent Wildfire (September 13) 
 

Remarks by President Biden in Briefing with Federal and State Fire Agency Officials (September 13) 

 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)    
 

EPA Rescinds Previous Administration’s Guidance on Clean Water Act Permit Requirements (September 16) 
 

Commission for Environmental Cooperation Launches EJ4Climate, $2 Million Environment Justice Grant Program 

(September 14) 

  

 

 U.S. Department of the Interior  
  

Secretary Haaland Outlines Next Steps to Rebuild Bureau of Land Management (September 17) 
 

Interior Department and Intertribal Timber Council Strengthen Wildland Fire Management Collaboration (September 15) 

  

   

 U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)  
  

DOE Announces $16 Million to Support Community-Driven Pathways to Clean Energy (September 15)   

 

U.S. Department of State 
 

Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry’s Visit to India (September 7) 
 

High-Level Dialogue on Climate Action in the Americas (September 10) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/20/readout-of-president-joseph-r-biden-jr-s-meeting-with-secretary-general-antonio-guterres-of-the-united-nations/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/20/fact-sheet-biden-administration-mobilizes-to-protect-workers-and-communities-from-extreme-heat/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/20/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on-mobilizing-the-administration-to-address-extreme-heat/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/18/joint-us-eu-press-release-on-the-global-methane-pledge/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/17/meeting-of-the-major-economies-on-energy-and-climate-september-17-2021-chairs-summary/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/17/meeting-of-the-major-economies-on-energy-and-climate-september-17-2021-chairs-summary/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/17/remarks-by-president-biden-at-virtual-meeting-of-the-major-economies-forum-on-energy-and-climate/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/09/16/background-press-call-on-the-administrations-climate-policy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/15/readout-of-the-sixth-national-climate-task-force-meeting/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/15/president-biden-to-host-leader-level-meeting-of-the-major-economies-forum-on-energy-and-climate/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/14/remarks-by-president-biden-during-a-tour-of-the-national-renewable-energy-laboratory/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/13/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-administrations-response-to-recent-wildfires/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/13/remarks-by-president-biden-in-briefing-on-the-impacts-of-the-recent-wildfire/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/13/remarks-by-president-biden-in-briefing-with-federal-and-state-fire-agency-officials/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-rescinds-previous-administrations-guidance-clean-water-act-permit-requirements
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/commission-environmental-cooperation-launches-ej4climate-2-million-environmental
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-outlines-next-steps-rebuild-bureau-land-management
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-and-intertribal-timber-council-strengthen-wildland-fire-management
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-announces-16-million-support-community-driven-pathways-clean-energy
https://www.state.gov/special-presidential-envoy-for-climate-john-kerrys-visit-to-india/
https://www.state.gov/high-level-dialogue-on-climate-action-in-the-americas/


 

 

 

Upcoming D.C. Climate Events (Registration) 

    

  

Climate Week NYC 

Monday, September 20, 2021, 10:00 a.m. EST 

 

Raising Climate Ambition 

The Business Council for Sustainable Energy (BCSE) 

Monday, September 20, 2021, 4:00 p.m. EST 

 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanisms and Climate-Tech 

Innovation: A Happy Coupling? 

The Information Technology and Innovation Foundation 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021, 10:00 a.m. EST 

 

2021 National Clean Energy Week Policy Makers Symposium 

The Business Council for Sustainable Energy 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021, 10:30 a.m. EST 

 

Leading by Example: Business at the Forefront of Energy 

Innovation and Sustainability 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021, 2:00 p.m. EST 

Climate Solutions: Wildlife Conservation 

Washington Post Live 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021, 10:00 a.m. EST  

 

Advancing Climate Action Through Public-Private 

Partnerships 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Thursday, September 23, 2021, 1:00 p.m. EST 

 
Protecting Our Planet with Alok Sharma 

Washington Post Live 

Thursday, September 23, 2021, 10:00 a.m. EST 

  

 

  
 

______akingump.com 

 

 

 

 

https://www.climateweeknyc.org/events
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rfeA1WcCReKk3Mjfhj5m0A?_x_zm_rtaid=AeBu75gqQI2qR5222H3I4A.1631901792441.7658c467550fbb2f9081b83ac83ce5dd&_x_zm_rhtaid=902
https://itif.org/events/2021/09/21/carbon-border-adjustment-mechanisms-and-climate-tech-innovation-happy-coupling
https://itif.org/events/2021/09/21/carbon-border-adjustment-mechanisms-and-climate-tech-innovation-happy-coupling
https://nationalcleanenergyweek.org/symposium/
https://www.uschamber.com/event/leading-example-business-the-forefront-of-energy-innovation-and-sustainability
https://www.uschamber.com/event/leading-example-business-the-forefront-of-energy-innovation-and-sustainability
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2020/09/22/climate-solutions-wildlife-conservation-with-dame-jane-goodall-phd-paula-kahumbu-phd/
https://www.uschamber.com/event/advancing-climate-action-through-public-private-partnerships
https://www.uschamber.com/event/advancing-climate-action-through-public-private-partnerships
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2021/09/23/protecting-our-planet-with-alok-sharma/

