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I never conceived of being a  
lawyer until my last year as an  
undergrad in 1998. I started think-
ing about what I was going to do 
after I graduated. I knew I wanted 
to pursue a post-graduate degree, 
but it was not until I had a conver-
sation with Dr. Roger Grant at the 
University of Washington’s Office 
of Minority Affairs and Diversity 
that I began to think about law 
school. I told him that I was think-
ing of pursing a master’s degree  
or a doctorate. He looked at me 
skeptically, and then asked me 
what I really wanted to do after  
I finished my education.  

I knew I wanted to return to my 
tribal community to help in some 
way. I had only briefly lived there 
when I was a young kid and had 
not lived there since. Dr. Grant  
suggested that I consider law 
school as a more practical way I 
might help my community, rather 
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than pursuing a career in academia. 
After that conversation, I took the 
LSAT, enrolled at the University 
of New Mexico School Of Law, 
which has a strong Federal Indian 
law curriculum, and found that the 
legal profession suited me.  

My tribal community is the Gila 
River Indian Community, which is 
located outside Phoenix, Arizona. 
After law school, I was fortunate 
enough to be hired by Rod Lewis, 
who was the long-serving general 
counsel at the Community. I was 
even more fortunate to not only 
return to my roots, but also to 
discover that the Community was 
an emerging leader among Indian 
tribes in the area of economic de-
velopment, and was strengthening 
its sovereignty by investing in its 
governmental institutions. Because 
the Community was so active in a 
variety of areas, I was immersed in 
many novel legal issues and part 

of a legal team that helped craft 
creative solutions to achieve the 
Community’s goals and overcome 
challenges. The in-house legal office 
was staffed with experienced attor-
neys; the Community also retained 
a number of experienced outside 
counsel. These experienced lawyers 
helped mentor me as I learned how 
to be a lawyer. 

Representing the Community 
became a passion that remains to 
this day. I eventually joined Akin 
Gump, but I still represent the 
Community and also represent 
other Indian tribes to help achieve 
their goals and face their challeng-
es. I am forever grateful for the 
sound advice Dr. Grant gave me  
in 1998, but I would not be where  
I am today without the mentorship 
of Rod Lewis and other attorneys 
who have influenced me during  
my nearly 20-year legal career.  
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